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CELEBRITY SERIES OF BOSTON  
ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT OF  

GARY DUNNING  
AS NEW PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 
(Boston)  Celebrity Series of Boston, New England’s leading performing arts presenter, is 
pleased to announce the appointment of Gary Dunning as President and Executive Director. 
Mr. Dunning has been a senior executive in the performing arts for over 30 years, having 
served as executive director of the Houston Ballet, American Ballet Theatre, and most recently 
the Big Apple Circus, Ltd. In New York City. Mr. Dunning’s appointment is effective July 1, 
2011. 
 
Joshua Boger, Chair of the search committee and Chair of the Board of Directors of the 
Celebrity Series, expressed his enthusiasm for Mr. Dunning’s selection, “On behalf of the 
Board of Directors, the search committee and staff I am delighted to welcome Gary as the next 
President and Executive Director of the Celebrity Series of Boston. He brings a truly 
impressive experience to the position, having successfully led several nationally prominent arts 
institutions over his career. He will be a stellar addition to a tradition of great Celebrity Series 
leadership and is an outstanding choice to lead the Series into its next era.” 
 
“Gary will become only the 4th leader of the Celebrity Series over its 72-year history and the 
first appointed from outside the organization,” said retiring Series President, Martha H. Jones. 
“He is an excellent choice and his background in management, marketing, fundraising and 
education will serve him well as he takes the Celebrity Series to new heights. I was involved in 
the search process and am quite pleased to endorse Gary’s appointment.” 
 
 “It is an honor and privilege to join Celebrity Series and follow in the footsteps of Marty Jones,” 
said Dunning. “The organization has stood for excellence and diversity in celebrating the best 
in the performing arts. I look forward to working with my colleagues at Celebrity Series and 
throughout the Boston arts community to build a stronger organization and vibrant arts scene.” 
 
Gary Dunning began his career as Assistant Company Manager at American Ballet Theatre 
(ABT) in 1978. He rose to Company Manager and General Manager at ABT before departing 
in 1986 to become Executive Director of the Houston Ballet. Dunning remained with the  
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(more) 
 
Houston Ballet until 1992, when he was recruited to return to ABT as Executive Director, 
where he launched that organization’s remarkable turnaround. In 1996, Dunning left ABT to 
assume the Executive Director position at Big Apple Circus, Ltd., a position he has held until 
this appointment. Mr. Dunning is a graduate of Princeton University and holds a masters 
degree from the London School of Economics. 
 
During his 14-year tenure at Big Apple Circus, Mr. Dunning doubled the non-profit arts 
institution’s annual fund drive in the first four years and increased earned revenues by 18% per 
year for the first five years. He also completed a $6 million capital plan for a new rehearsal and 
production facility and developed and successfully executed a transition plan from the founding 
artistic director to new artistic leadership. The Big Apple Circus’ community outreach and 
education programs, which serve children and families across the nation in pediatric and 
nursing care facilities, community centers, schools and at Big Apple Circus performances, 
have undergone a significant expansion under Mr. Dunning’s leadership. 
 
Celebrity Series of Boston will announce its 2011-2012 season, the first under the leadership 
of Mr. Dunning, in early April. 
 
 

About Celebrity Series of Boston  
The Celebrity Series of Boston is New England’s leading presenter of music, dance and the 
performing arts from around the world. Now in its 72nd season, the Celebrity Series brings 
performances by instrumental and vocal soloists, orchestras and chamber ensembles, dance 
companies, jazz, folk and ethnic artists and ensembles to Boston’s major concert halls, 
reaching an audience of some 100,000 each year. Through the Arts, Education and 
Community Program, the Celebrity Series reaches thousands of youngsters annually with 
opportunities to experience and participate in the performing arts through concerts, workshops, 
and the award-winning AileyCamp Boston, an intensive six-week summer dance program for 
Boston middle school students. For more information on Celebrity Series of Boston, call (617) 
482-2595 or visit us online at www.celebrityseries.org.  
 
The Celebrity Series receives generous support from The Little Family Foundation, Tufts 
Health Plan, Foley & Lardner LLP, Charlesbank Capital Partners, Comcast, Parametric 
Technology Corporation, Massachusetts Cultural Council, New England Foundation for the 
Arts, and D.L. Saunders Companies and The Boston Park Plaza Hotel, LLC. 
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